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in the Secreta Fidelium Crucis to its furthest logical extent,
and thus made it extremely difficult for those in power to
bring forward any reasonable objection to the application
of his plan. The result was the declaration of that much-
desired trade war on Egypt. As will be shown at a later
stage in this study, the blockade was doomed to failure.
Sanudo and his supporters had miscalculated the limitation
of the human element and the force of the geographical
factors governing a campaign of this kind. Venice, Genoa
and the other republics depending on commerce for their
well-being were not prepared to sacrifice their desire for gain
beyond a certain term; and the flow of trade was bound
in time to resume the channels drawn by nature as against
those devised by man. Even Sanudo's logic and long fore-
thought could not alter the fate of an unnatural blockade.